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What is a Dead Faith? 
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The book of James says that faith without 
works is dead, but what does this mean?  

Confusion about this phrase causes some 
people to think that work is required for eternal 
salvation, or that saved people automatically 
and unfailingly work for the Lord.  Such 
confusion gives rise to a false gospel message 
that mixes faith with works for eternal salvation.  
Here is an example of this garbling of James:


“Salvation is gained by keeping the whole law—
Faith without works is dead.” - Mormon Bible, 
header note of James chapter 2.

We need to study the Bible to avoid confusion. 
Here are the Bible verses that say faith without 
works is dead:


“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone.”  - James 2:17 
“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead?”  - James 2:20  
“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also.”  - James 2:26 

James Wrote To Believers, Not To The Unsaved 

James is writing to people who already have eternal 
life through faith in Jesus Christ.  We know this 
because James addresses the “scattered tribes” in 
his opening greeting (James 1:1). These are Jews 
who were dispersed from Jerusalem because of 
their faith.  In James 1:3, he acknowledges again 
that they have faith in Christ. So, James is not 
writing a gospel tract.  His letter is not about Jesus 
paying for sin on the cross. He’s writing to these 
scattered believers about a problem that he fears is 
present among them.


“The word ‘dead’ is widely used and 
has different meanings.”

What’s The Problem Here? 

James is concerned that these believers are 
deficient in their walk, not their salvation.  They 
have a growth problem, not a birth problem.  
Frankly, the description of these people by James 
seems to be what every pastor teacher deals with 
when saved people don’t serve like they should.  
This was, and is, a common problem in churches.  
According to James, these scattered believers are:


1. Double-minded (1:8)

2. Drawn by evil (1:14)

3. Deceiving themselves by hearing the Word but 

not doing the Word (1:22)

4. Showing partiality by respecting others 

according to social status (2:4)

5. Failing to show mercy to needy people (2:13)


Yes, these people have faith in Jesus for eternal 
salvation, but their faith is not accompanied by the 
merciful works that believers ought to have.   	 	
	 	 	 	 	 (continued)     
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Here’s a good ministry 

almost anyone can do.   
Will you help us build viewership 

to our broadcasts?  Just watch or 

listen, and pound on the buttons 

“like,” “subscribe,” “share,” and 

ring the little bell. 

     Just click here:  

Our Radio Podcast 
“Focus on the Bible,” 

with Freddie Coile 
https://anchor.fm/fotb 

        And click here: 

Our Online Youtube Video Channel 

            YouTube.com / Freddie Coile 

Their faith is alone, and will not save them from 
their Father’s disciplinary judgment.


How is Faith Without Works Dead? 

The word “dead” is widely used and has different 
meanings.  We speak of dead batteries, dead 
phones, and dead churches.  Dead means:


1. Something is no longer alive. 

2. Absolute.

3.   A lack of energy, activity, or purpose.


What determines which meaning fits?  Context!


When James said that faith without works is dead, 
he meant that their faith had a lack of energy, activity,   
and purpose, not that they were not born again.  
Their faith was not going, acting, and doing. Their 
faith was real, but it was alone.  It was there, but 
currently inactive.  It was like a car without a battery, 
or a body without breath.  It needed a jolt.


What Did James Want? 

James wants these disappointing believers to be 
saved from getting a believer’s judgment, not an 
unbeliever’s Hell. He did not give the gospel 
message so these people could be saved from Hell; 
they already had that kind of salvation.  He rebukes 
these weak believers soundly and tells them to start 
obeying the Word that they were being taught.  He 
tells them to be saved from a form of God’s 
disciplinary judgment for their lack of merciful 
service. They could make mercy rejoice by serving 
mercifully because of their faith in Jesus.


“For he shall have judgment without mercy, that 
hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth 
against judgment.”  - James 2:13 

Having been saved by grace, believers should be 
quick to serve, because of their faith.  But sometimes 
they don’t, such as happened in the Bible.  When 
believers are not serving properly, they must be 
warned and taught the Word.  Their sad situation 
should not be an excuse to produce a false gospel of 
works salvation.  The last thing those scattered 
believers need is an emotional preacher telling them 
they are actually lost.  Theological chaos is caused 
when slack believers are told that if they want to be 
really saved from Hell, they need to work for it.  That 
kind of teaching is a dead ringer for heresy.   


The gospel is simply this:  We are sinners, unfit for God.  Our penalty is death, not deeds.  Jesus 
completely paid the death penalty for each of us on the cross.  He rose from the dead. That proves it.  If 
you’ll believe in Jesus, God will give you the gift of everlasting life. You will be forgiven and forever His.  

*Romans 3:23, *Romans 6:23, *Romans 5:8, *John 3:16, *John 5:24, *Ephesians 2:8, 9

“And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; 
and let us eat, and be merry:  For this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found. And they began to be merry.”

-Luke 15:23, 24

https://anchor.fm/fotb
https://anchor.fm/fotb
https://anchor.fm/fotb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nbN5P5cZ44
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnK72sDFGwWBh3-1Qcxe45Q/videos
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F.E.M.I. is a non-profit organization. All gifts are tax deductible. Freddie is supported through the financial support of churches and 
families who love him and believe in the ministry that God has entrusted to him. All bookings are handled through the ministry office 
on a first come basis. Freddie does not charge a fee for his speaking ministries, but trusts the Lord’s people to care for and support 
him. 

Gifts or Contact by mail:  FEMI PO Box 498 Danielsville GA 30633 Phone:  (706)540-0860   Web:  www.Freddiecoile.org 

www.FreddieCoile.org/

 Some Current Ministry Needs 

Personal Support for Eden Grace 
Arrows ($65) 
Heatilator Icon Fireplace Insert ($3900) 
HVAC Install 
Tennis Net ($150) 
Hay trailer ($2000) 
Grandpa’s 2-horse wagon 
Toyota Sienna Van 

 Thank you for your love and support! 

Question:  Where Did God Come From? 

This is the most frequent question asked when we speak of the formation of the universe.  It 
is based in two false assumptions:  that God had a beginning and a maker. 

God  was not made.   He existed before time, before space, and before matter.  There was no 
system before Him.  He is the first cause of all things, the originator of creation.  He is the source of 
power, light, wisdom, and life.  Nothing was before Him.  Nothing is greater than God. 

When man asks, “Where did God come from?”, he is imagining the wrong God.  God of the Bible is 
not limited by anything outside Himself.  God is beyond measurement.  Anything less could not be 
God!  The only other alternative to God as the maker of the universe is… nothing. 

Richard Haynes Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 

Pastor Richard Haynes was an avid supporter of 
our youth camps and believed so much in our 
vision of training a new generation through 
presenting a clear gospel to the unsaved and 
teaching strong Bible truth to the saved.  He 
brought bus loads of campers from St. 
Petersburg, Florida until he went home to be with 
the Lord in 2008. 
Donations for our Grace Farm youth camps are 
gladly received and deeply appreciated. All gifts 
are tax deductible.  Thank you for your support! 

Click  
                    to Donate

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  - Genesis 1:1 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.The same was in 
the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that 
was made.”  - John 1:1-3 
  
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: 
“And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”  - Colossians 1:16, 17

https://www.freddiecoile.org/donate/
http://www.freddiecoile.org/?page_id=32
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To Contact us By U.S. Mail:

Focus Evangelistic Ministries 
Po Box 498 
Danielsville GA 30633 
Communicating the Truth with Clarity and Simplicity

For booking Freddie to speak, send email to:  Freddie@FreddieCoile.org

We are so proud of Eden Grace Coile!  She is 
planning to graduate from Pensacola Christian 
College this Spring and come home to serve on the 
staff of Focus Evangelistic Ministries.  She has 
served with us all her life as a part of our family.  

Eden is a difference-maker.  We are so blessed by the 
Lord to have her in our family and ministry.  She has 
grown up in the Lord’s work and passionately loves the 
gospel and the Word of God.  We are asking for your 
prayers for her as she begins this new adventure.  

All of our Focus Evangelistic Ministries staff members 
rely on missionary support.  Eden has already begun to 
raise her personal missionary support and would be 
thankful and encouraged if you are led by the Lord to 
join her support team.  
For contact, her email is: gonfishin20@gmail.com

We snapped this picture of our family somewhere in 
Virginia.  We were so glad to be together, going and 
doing for the Lord.  We look pretty good for having 
been on the road all night, huh?    

We’re so grateful for our supporters and prayer 
warriors!  It is such a blessing to have you in our 
circle as friends and partners.  Thank you!

Click to Donate

http://www.freddiecoile.org/?page_id=32

